Lab Field Recording/Sound Design Exercise:

There are 4 mini-disc recorders on reserve in Steve Audia’s office.  If you don’t want to work on your own, you can form teams of 2-3 for this assignment:

Record an isolated familiar sound that carries a distinct meaning or image for you.  This sound could be a mechanical sound, an animal noise, a body sound, a percussive sound or something in nature.  Look for five different yet still familiar sounds, each of which you will combine with the first sound in a pair.  The idea is to create a third, new sound image for each pair, observing how much the original sound’s meaning can be modified.  Play with the levels, offset the attacks, try reversing a sound.  Then give it a try with the original plus two added sounds. 

FIELD RECORDING ASSIGNMENT:

Record a series of sound effects (voice, instruments, nature sounds, industrial sounds, live music, direct and reflective sounds, etc.)  that you will edit to create a library of sounds. Before you start recording your sample library, think about what kind of soundscape you are planning to create and let that partially guide your process, but not exclusively limit the kinds of sounds you capture.  

You can sign out a mini-disc from Steve Audia or a portable DAT recorder from the Media Center on the third floor of CFA, but you will need to sign up for an Equipment Access Card in order to do so*.  Be creative in the sounds you seek and record.  --- remember that foley is a fine art and not everything you hear in nature reproduces faithfully in the audio world.  Try experimenting with effects plug-ins in Peak, Sound Forge or Adobe Audition or use some of the built-in effects in ProTools, Cubase or Digital Performer to manipulate the original samples and create a new set of samples that are unrecognizable from the unprocessed originals. It is up to you which program(s) you choose to perform the task of editing.  Adobe Audition is available in each cluster in the BVW labs.    

* Equipment Access Cards are available outside of the CCON office on the 3rd floor of CFA

